There is an apocryphal story that the IBP was conceived on a railroad train between London and Cambridge early in 1958. This program was to be the biological analogue to the successful and still continuing International Geophysical Year, which served as a catalyst for arctic and antarctic research in the physical sciences. The growth and maturation of the IBP has been chronicled in a number of publications. As a working model for the nation with which I am the most familiar, I might briefly describe the program for the United States.
The U.S. Program focuses on two major components: the problem of human adaptability and that of environmental management. Our main interests are those in the first category. These are concerned with the mechanisms of human adaptation to environmental extremes and to urbanization. Research on these problems will be carried out within a framework of five integrated research programs and with appointed program directors, both approved by the U.S. NationaI Committee for the IBP (USNC) within the National Academy of Sciences. These programs are as follows: The International Study of Eskimos (F. A. Milan), Population Genetics of South America Indians (J. Neel), The Biology of Human Populations at High Altitudes (P. Baker), Nutritional Adaptations to Environment (G. King), and The Ecology of Migrant Populations (A. Ostfeld).
PLANNING FOR THE ESKIMO STUDY
Professor W. S. Laughlin, an original member of the Human Adaptability Subcommittee of the USNC, and a productive researcher on the prehistory and human biology of Eskimos and Aleuts for 30 years, foresaw the advantages of working within the IBP. The IBP could provide a management structure to assure continuity of research over five years. Dr. J. S. Hart, Chairman of the Canadian Human Adaptability Subcommittee, concurred. Planning meetings were held in Ottawa in 1966 and Winnipeg in 1967 for a joint U.S./Canadian study. Finally, a working party conference was held at the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory at Point Barrow, Alaska, in November 1967. Present at this conference were over forty participants from Canada, France, Japan, Norway, Sweden and U.S.A. Representatives of four nations agreed to international participation at the working level and established a committee for implementing The International Study of Eskimos. Members of this committee consist of the appointed project directors from the four nations and it will be chaired by the U.S.A. These directors are Prof. R. Gessain (France), Prof. D. Hughes (Canada), Dr. J. B. Jgrgensen (Denmark), and Dr. F. A. Milan (U.S.A.).
The general research categories outlined were: 1) General Health and Performance, with special attention to the cardiovascular system, work capacity, chronobiology and antibodies in serum; 2) Child Growth, including long-term studies of the size, form, and composition of the body at different ages, the dentition, and bone mineral content in vivo; 3) Genetics, including genetic markers; the population structure and demography; 4) Behaviour, including cognition, psychomotor and expressive behaviour and behavioural genetics; 5) Ecology, including quantification of nutritional energy flow through the ecosystem of which the human population is a part, and 6) Prehistory.
A free exchange of data between projects is envisioned. The projects commenced in the summer of 1968.
THE U S A . PROGRAM
Financial support is being provided for the first year by the U.S. Air Force Office of Scientific Research, the National Institute of Dental Research, The Wenner-Gren Foundation and the Ecology Office of the Smithsonian Institute.
